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Aim

Promoting James Hutton's geological sites of unconformity, the area of East Berwickshire in which he farmed,  and other associated sites of natural interest in the Borders will 'add value' to them and re-awaken aspects of the Region's environmental history and culture and particularly its geological resource.
Objective 

This is an interpretation project, the object of which is to promote James Hutton the ingenious eighteenth century natural philosopher and the ‘Father of Modern Geology’.  He was also a Berwickshire farmer. In his treatise ‘Elements of Agriculture’, he refers to farming as ‘the story of my life’. His natural history interests were not only confined to geology. While he is widely celebrated in academic and geological circles (particularly in America), he is comparatively unknown in the Scottish Borders and Scotland as a whole.  
Background

The project idea has its origins in the Borders Foundation for Rural Sustainability’s (BFRS), Farm Venture Group initiative.  It’s Moneynut FVG located north of Abbey St Bathans, includes Hutton’s Moneynut hill farm. Developing the James Hutton focus has expanded the FVG to include Slighouses near Reston, Hutton’s lowland farm where he spent much time physically improving the land and deliberating on geological processes which led to his theory of the earth.
In addition to providing an enterprise, tourism and educational focus in East Berwickshire, the trail will link the East with the West of the Region. It will complement and add-value to existing rural tourism enterprises, including the first BFRS Farm Venture Group (The Clifftop Discovery Tours).
James Hutton’s brilliance lay in his realisation,  based on years of painstaking observation and research, that the earth had evolved over aeons.  Publishing this claim at the time (the late eighteenth century), took courage and conviction.  His fundamental discovery released science from the shackles of biblical chronology ie 6000 years which was profoundly believed in than.  The impact this has had on the development of science since, cannot be over-emphasised.  James Hutton was a figure of the Scottish Enlightenment and a progressive agriculturalist who introduced important aspects of the Agricultural Revolution to the Scottish Borders and to Scotland, in particular improvements to the plough, which he believed was one of the most important implements known to man. His farm at Slighouses served as a natural history laboratory. 
The Scottish Borders James Hutton Trail is one of a number of projects initiated by BFRS to fulfil its primary objectives which are;

· To promote and advance the education of the public about working and living in the countryside

· To enhance the quality of life of rural communities through the promotion and development of a diverse and sustainable local economy

· To promote and develop the integrated management of land, wildlife and habitats

Brief Project Plan 

It is hoped that this will be the first in  the development of a  'cluster' of Regional rural tourism enterprises, based on Hutton's life and his contributions to science, agriculture and the Scottish Enlightenment. It is expected that it will also present an opportunity to link science with arts through the environment.
This is an educational and interpretation project which aims to bring aspects of the Region’s land-use history to life through this remarkable man, while simultaneously raising awareness of who he was and what he did.  

The trail will begin at Hutton’s classic unconformity, Siccar Point on the Berwickshire coast and have as its destination the site of Hutton’s second unconformity at Inchbonny, Jedburgh. En route it will draw-in aspects of Hutton’s life and interests and other geological and geomorphological features of the Borders. Borderers, visitors and schools will be invited and drawn to visit some of the Regions most attractive scenery along relatively unknown routes.
From an earth science perspective, in addition to Hutton’s two Borders unconformities, the proposed route includes among other things, features of sedimentation, decaying ice and igneous activity. Many other land-use, nature-based and historical features and attractions will be drawn into this suggested main trail, which will be promoted for both cycling and driving, including accommodation and eating places. It will add another nature-based dimension to the Region with an earth-science focus.
The proposed eighteenth century landscape interpretation of James Hutton’s farm at Slighhouses will provide a before and after insight into how the landuse and landscape of this lowland area of East Berwickshire has changed.  Hutton himself undertook many innovative changes including the use of a marl-pit, which still exists.
Project partners

The Borders Foundation for Rural Sustainability (BFRS) an organisation of Scottish  Borders land managers  is the principal project partner. The other partners include the British Geological Society (Scotland), Lothian and Borders RIGS (Regional Inventory of Geological Sites) group, The Marshalls at Sligh Houses and the Thompsons and  Morrisons at Moneynut. 
Project time-scale
The project commenced in June 2005. Completion is planned for October 2006. The trail is planned to be opened during  2006, preceded by the completion and construction of interpretation boards, the publication and distribution of the information pamphlets and the dedicated website going ‘online’.
Project Funding

The trustees of BFRS are grateful to the principal funders of this project; the Visitscotland ‘Making Tracks’ initiative and Scottish Natural Heritage.
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